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Welcome to our Summer Newsletter

Pink Hibiscus Mealy Bug

The Pink Hibiscus Mealy Bug (PHM)
(Maconellicoccus Hirsutus) is a serious
pest of numerous plants, fruits and
vegetables in South Florida. It seems to
hit our Hibiscus bushes and trees
especially hard. The first symptoms
most people notice are the bunches of
white masses their colonies can
produce on branches and stems. The
second symptom is the curled tightly
knotted leaves at the terminal ends of
the new growth. PHM can produce
huge amounts of honey dew on which
black sooty mold can sometimes grow,
and heavily infested plants will shortly
die. This pest seems to be a game
changer and if it is not controlled by
biological means, the era of Hibiscus in
our landscapes is over.

This pest has been around for a very
long time. It was first reported attacking
cotton plantations in Egypt in 1912 and
was introduced to Hawaii in 1984. We
started noticing it in our area in the
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chemical controls and wiping out
thousands of Hibiscus plants.

Research shows it to be a significant
pest on Citrus and other fruit crops but
seems to be primarily a pest of Hibiscus
in our landscapes.

Actually I have only seen it attack other
plantings when in a close proximity to
heavily infested Hibiscus.

The published literature seems to bear
out our own experience with trying to
control it chemically, in that it is pretty
much a waste of time using contact
insecticides. We have had better luck
with the newer class of systemic
insecticides called Neonicotinoids.

The higher costs for these products
bring in the question of whether they
should be used.

There has been a lot of testing with
Biological controls with some very good
results. Since July of 2002, two species
of small wasp like parasites have been
released in South Florida and seem to
be helping.

Female Pink Hibiscus Mealy Bug
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The best we can hope for is that the Biological
Controls can come to some sort of equilibrium
so the PHM becomes a low level chronic

pest that can be chemically controlled

as severe infestations arise.

I still believe, unfortunately, that our beautiful

Hibiscus plantings and hedges will be a

dim memory and we will have to ask

ourselves if the Hibiscus flower can remain

a symbol of Tropical Florida!

OUR NEXT NEWSLETTER WILL
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Svr hedge damage
caused by pink mealy
bug.

Heavy infestation on
Hibiscus Plant

Pink Hibiscus Mealy bugs
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YOUR POOL THIS SUMMER

When the daytime temperatures reach 90 degrees and
above, we find the evaporation rate increases substantiall
and even an inch or more per week is not out of line. Alse
daytime temperatures increase, so does the temperature «
your pool water. When this occurs several things can
happen; one is that if the filtration is not 100%, while
sufficient in cooler weather, can in warmer water cause a
sudden and dramatic algadloom. It is not all that unusual
for the water to turn green literally overnight. If this
happens, the chemistry should be checked and if itis in
normal range, it may be time to check the filter element fol
age and wear. Replace if necessary. Keep in whia paper
cartridge element has a life expectancy of-3 years. If yours
is older than this, consider replacing it. Another cause for
green pools is when we do get a heavy rain, it not only
dilutes the chemicals in the pool but it can introduce a
considerable amount of organics that the algae seem to
thrive on.

There are a couple of reasons why it is so important for th
pool to be maintained properly. If you are leaving for the
summer, consider us for your temporary pool service
needs. We actively encourd A O3 01 1 AO 4AI
be assured your pool is being professionally and reliably
maintained.

Let us show you why we continue to be one of the largest
Home Service Companies in the area after 30 years and ¢
growing. Look at the other services weffer all the way
from lawn feeding to irrigation repair and installation to
indoor pest control to landscaping to a complete package
all the services you need at one call and one monthly
charge. And remember, if you now have one or more of ot
services, or if you sign up for another, you get a significani
discount on all of them.
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CONSIDER SALT!!

FEEL THE SOFT WATER ON YOUR
SKIN AND REDUCED EYE
IRRITATION WITH A SALT

GENERATOR FOR YOUR POOL.
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239-267-8776




Glamour Pools Welcomes its Newest Pool
Technician

We are happy to announce that Joe 1zzo has joined our team at
Glamour Pools.

In the short time Joe has been with us, he has proven to be an
asset to our company.

Joe has a cheerful personality and is always willing to go the
extra mile for his customers and for the company.

We hope Joe will continue to be a part of the Glamour Pool
Family for a long time.

Terrence McLaughlin
President




